Led by Love gathered on November 15th on Umstead Street to hand out free food and drinks to
our Durham Community. We engaged with many of our unhoused and local neighbors in
conversation and breaking of bread. We shared hot dogs, Bethany's famous brunswick stew, chips,
bananas, granola bars, water and juice pouches! This is our second outing in feeding our local
community and we hope to continue this ministry. If you are interested in supporting what Led by
Love is doing in our community, feel free to reach out to anyone in the group or join us on
December 7th after worship in the Fellowship Center.

- Led by Love

Kim Wiles, Belton

Joyner, and John

Roberts working at

Duke Men’s

Basketball Game.

Proceeds going to Thank you to all that supported

Habitat for Kim’s cookie sale. More than $1500.00

Humanity. was raised to help pay our apportion-
ments! What a generous congregation!
Thank you to Kim and to all that bought
cookies.




Thanksgiving
Luncheon
Given by our
Hospitality
Committee on
November 16
after

Worship.
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MONEY MATTERS—NOVEMBER Thru Nov 23rd

Tithes and Offerings to the General Fund $19,668.00

Designated gifts to other funds

Apportionments $2,567.00
Building Fund 4,413.00
Building Fund Memorial 100.00
Free Breakfast 303.00
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 23.98
Urban Ministries 50.00

As 2025 draws to a close, let's talk money. Throughout the year the people of Bethany have been
generous. You hear the needs and you respond! In last month's article, it was mentioned that our
fellowship dinner, along with other donations had almost paid the loan payment for the month - $313.00
short. Not long after, a member appeared one morning with a check for $313.00. Loan payment
PAID! This month, thanks to another generous donation, the loan payment is once again PAID!

Hearing that our apportionments were behind, Kim Wiles produced the cookie order form, and
again Bethany folks purchased the most expensive cookies ever!

Kim's endeavor, along with Tommy's assistance, yielded $1567.00 toward Apportionments and another
$1000.00 was also gifted to the cause.

If you would like to make a gift to the church in memory or in honor of someone during this Advent
and Christmas season, it would be gratefully accepted. If you need to catch up on your tithes and
offerings, December is the time to do it. Please note, that ALL monies must be received by the church
by DECEMBER 28 in order to be deposited in 2025. Thank you to everyone for your support of
Bethany UMC!

Blessings to you and your families during this Advent season!
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Dear Bethany Church Family,

December is here and for me it has felt like this month came
quickly. It feels as though big moves are happening in the world and I
am just one guy wandering through life seeking God’s will. Wars are
waging yet relief will come someday. Hunger is pervasive yet manna is
on the way. Hurts are abounding yet healing is coming. We see large
corporations and countries trying to pull strings and make moves around
the world. We see these gargantuan forces working in the world and we
wonder what one person could ever do in the wake of these institutions.
What is it that God is wanting me to do with such huge problems and
hurts in the world?

VAN That question of: “what can one person do in relation to such

"'.: y! .} | large forces?” is one that rings throughout history and especially our own

i1 “.} e church history and heritage. What can a disciple of Jesus Christ do
when they are governed by a Roman Empire that sees them as outcasts

and trouble makers? What can a Jewish carpenter do when the religious

authority seeks to take his life? What could one person do? Well if you ask Christians this question, they might

say that one person can change the whole entire world. One such person that changed the course of human and

creation’s history was and is Jesus. But how did Jesus change the world in such a big way?

It was not by conquest, government policy, armies, power, coercion, or wealth. Jesus was born as the Son
of God but also as Son of Man to a middle to low class family of the Roman Empire in the area of Palestine. He
was born as a nobody, part of the religious minority of the empire. For thirty years he faithfully served his
family, synagogue and community as a loving neighbor. He didn’t begin his full time ministry until after a long
season of learning, growing, serving, preparing, practicing, praying and waiting. Jesus didn’t change the world
on a whim but on a God given purpose and a committed spirit. Jesus gave everything. A single man lived as if
nothing else mattered except for serving God. Jesus lived in full humility and lowliness. His purpose was not his
own but the will of Another. He lived as if his life was no more vital than the neighbor beside him. He served in
grace and love. He washed feet, ate with those considered scum by the world, responded to cries for help,
traveled to the outcast, spent time with sinners and went willingly to be arrested and killed. This child born into
a manger would be the one to change the course of history forever by lowliness and humility.

It is amazing to think that there are over 2.5 billion self proclaimed Christians around the world. That is
all because of this one Christ Jesus born into human history. One person can do a lot in changing the world for
good. One thing that Jesus also proves is that authority and power are not always a requirement to change the
hearts and minds of many. If anything Jesus shows that conquering does not happen by sword and steed but by
loving word and heart. A child born in a pig's feeding trough is able to do the impossible by God’s love. If that is
true, how much more will God provide for the lowly such as you and I? There are big problems in the world and
God has called us to respond with Christ-like love which means feeding the hungry, going to the outcast,
spending time with sinners, responding to cries for help and so much more. If Jesus can change the world, we
can too by the power of the Holy Spirit. We are each individuals but change often begins with one person. Will
we become lowly and humble like Christ in order to make a change? Will we seek to be the change that God has
called us to? The angel Gabriel told Mary, the mother of God, “with God, nothing is impossible,” and she later
gave birth to the most important figure to ever walk the earth (whether you are a Christian or not, the great
impact of Jesus on the world is undeniable).

So be encouraged that even though the world, the country, and our communities are dealing with huge
problems, change can happen through the ways that you live out God’s love now. You have power, given by
God, to bring about change that equals (and Jesus even said that we will do greater things) the impact of Christ if
only we allow God to work in such a way through us as the body of Christ (the Church). May we take hold of
such power in our love of God and use it toward the love of our neighbor as ourselves. That is how Jesus
changed the world.

May you and your family have an Advent and Christmas that defies the impossible and brings about a love that
can change our worlds for good,

Pastor Cole @
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You are Invited

The Lizzie Grey Chandler Sunday School Class
invites our Bethany family to our annual

Looking Ahead

Christmas party at the Fellowship Center on
December 6 at 6pm. You may bring an hors
d’oeuvre to share and a $5-$10 gift if you wish
to participate in the Round Robin gift exchange
game. A trivia game follows. Festivities end
around 8. If you have any questions please call

Zoom.

Trustees

The next Trustees meeting is scheduled for
6:30 pm on Thursday, December 4, 2025 via

Tommy at 919-475-2842.

=

Christmas Cantata

Presented by
Bethany UMC Chancel Choir

OFLEBRATING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS

Grg!

Sunday, December 14 at 3:00 p.m.

Bethany United Methodist Church
2809 Guess Road
Durham, NC 27705

Contact Jeff Hood for information
jeff.hood@icloud.com or 919-699-1375

Refreshments immediately following in Fellowship Center

Artwork Glory 8 the Newdhors Ko by Upé Larsom provided for war o v heting et orials

Chancel Choir — We Need
Singers!

We have a tremendous
repertoire of music, which
includes a broad range of styles
and would like to share these
musical offerings in worship
with the congregation! The
Chancel Choir works diligently
and patiently every week to
“think outside the box™ as we
search for new ways to uplift
the worship experience with a
limited number of singers.

We need more singers for
every part, and I would like to
extend an invitation to those
who may be interested in
sharing their musical

gifts. Though most choir
members read music, it is not a
requirement as we will teach
you! I do ask that you have

some prior vocal experience in
making a joyful sound in order
to complement the structure
and skillset of the existing
group.

The Chancel Choir rehearses
on Wednesday from 6:30-7:45
pm. If you are interested,
please contact Jeff Hood
(jeff.hood@icloud.com or 919-
699-1375) to setup a time to
discuss.



mailto:jeff.hood@icloud.com
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United

Women
in Faith

Tuesday Evening Circle
Tuesday Morning Circle uesday tvening &

The Tuesday Evening Circle will meet at
Bennett Pointe Grill December 9 for their
Christmas gathering.

The Tuesday Morning Circle will meet on
Tuesday morning, December 9 at 10:30 a.m.
All women are welcome.

UWF Evening Circle collects old toothbrushes, empty tooth-
paste boxes and tubes, empty floss containers, any Burts Bees
containers, Entenmann's Little Bites pouches, and used razors.
These items will be recycled and kept out of the landfill. Please
give them to Kim Wiles or Sharon Stone.

UNITED METHODIST MEN

United Methodist Men
will meet December 9 at 7 pm

In the Fellowship Center.
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Communion Helpers for December are Marian Williams & Maureen Bateman

Acolyte Liturgist
Dec 7 April Stone-Mills If you are unable to do your Dec 7 Elaine Truckner
Dec 14 Sharon Stone assignment on your Sunday Dec 14 Lynne Sprague
) please arrange for someone else Dec 21 c Brei
Dec21 Kate Hankins to cover and notify the office of ec asey Breit
Dec 28 Janice Stone-Mills the change at least a week Dec 28 Connie Kirby
ahead.
Open & Close Church Ushers

Dec 7 Jimmy Truckner Dec 7 Gary & Lisa Kearns

Dec. 14 Donald & Becky House Dec 14 Donald & Becky House

Dec. 21 Kim Wiles Dec 21 Pam Hall & Earl Kirby

Dec 28 John Roberts Dec 28 Marian Williams & Earl Kirby

It is a team effort to help with worship at Bethany each Sunday. It begins with someone who
opens the church, turns off the alarm, and turns on the lights. Anyone coming to worship is
warmly welcomed by our greeter(s). As worship begins the acolyte is responsible for lighting the
altar candles and for extinguishing the candles just before the benediction. The liturgist most
often is responsible for the opening prayer, scripture reading, and prayer requests. At the
appropriate time, ushers come forward for the offering plates and collect the offering. As
Communion is served on the first Sunday of each month, two persons are needed to assist Pastor
Cole with serving. If you would like to be added to an area of the worship team, your help would
be welcomed! In addition if you would like to take a break from service, that is OK as well. Please
let the office know if you’d like to be added/removed from a team. We are in the process of
creating a schedule for 2026. Many thanks to all who so willingly serve!




BETHANY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Sanctuary Address:
Mailing Address:

Phone:

Email:
Calendar (LINK):
Website (LINK):

2809 Guess Road
2903 Guess Road
Durham NC 27705

919-477-6659
bethanyumcl@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/54jvdxv4

https://bethanyumcdurham.org/

1 Casey Breit

7 Nancy Hall

10 Michael DeBerry
15 Bobbie Wheeler

16 Marcia Painter

20 Diane Hunt

22 Heather Fisher
28 Gerhard Mels
29 Amy Walter
30 Guss Dawood

None


https://bethanyumcdurham.org/

